Published in the Official Gazette on 23 June 2000/24088 

From the State Ministry:                                                                       
Regulation for Turkish International Vessel Registry 

PART ONE 

Purpose, Scope, Basis and Definitions 


Purpose


Article 1- The purpose of this regulation is to identify and implement the principles with regard to the registry transactions of the vessels, yachts and specially built vessels that are in the scope of the Law on the Turkish International Vessel Registry dated 16/12/1999, No. 4490.

Scope


Article 2- The following vessels and yachts shall be registered in the Turkish International Vessel Registry.


a) All vessels and yachts that are already registered on 21/12/1999 on which the law no 4490 entered into force.


b) The vessels, yachts and specially built vessels regardless of tonnage limit. 

The vessels and yachts, which are built within the country for export purposes or built within the country for Turkish origin real persons or legal entities and then exported abroad and then imported in the country, shall be accepted as built within the country.   



(Amended by: the regulation 19 January 2005/25705) c) –any kind of load or open sea fishing vessels above 3.000 DWT to be imported for commercial purposes and passenger crafts and specially built vessels above 300 gross tons.

Legal Basis


Article 3- This regulation is drafted on the basis of the article 2 of the Decree regarding the organization and Duties of the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs dated 10/8/1993, numbered 491, and article 14 of the law on Turkish International Vessel Registry dated 16/12/1999 and numbered 4490. 


Definitions


Article 4- For the purposes of this law,  


a) Vessel shall mean any kind of load, passenger and open sea fishing vessels used for commercial purposes,


b) Yacht shall mean the sea vehicles, which shall be built as yacht type for vocation, and sports, which shall not carry more than thirty-six yachters, which shall not be qualified as load or passenger craft, which shall be registered in the inventories of tourism companies and stated as “commercial yacht” in tonnage documents,


c) Yachter shall mean the passengers excluding the commercial yacht personnel, 


d) Specially built vessels shall mean the vessels, which are not in the scope of the above-defined vessels and are identified by the Administration in respect of type and properties,


e) MGS shall mean the National Vessel Registry regulated by article 839 and other articles of the Turkish Trade Law no 6762,


f) TUGS shall mean the Turkish International Vessel Registry drafted in accordance with the Law no 4490,


g) TTK shall mean the Turkish Trade law no 6762,


h) Ministry shall mean the Ministry, to which the Undersecretariat of Maritime Affairs is connected,


ı) Administration shall mean the Undersecretariat of maritime Affairs,


j) Bareboat shall mean the renting according to which the vessel under a country’s flag is rented to another country’s flag for a temporary period under the responsibility of an owner/operator and which is subject to special agreements which clarify the terms of cost covering,


k) Leasing shall mean the granting of the ownership and usage of the vessel to the renter during the renting period provided that there is no fault in the payment of loans (except for sales),


l) Class organizations shall mean the unbiased organizations approved/authorized by the Administration, which identify by survey and documentation within its boards the compliance of the vessels to national and international standards in terms of building, equipment and voyage safety,


m) Net Tonnage shall mean the volume of the commercial places of the vessel that is the remaining volume calculated after deducting the volume allocated for the operation of the vessel and users from the gross tonnage,


n) DWT shall mean the highest weight to be carried by a vessel that is the total weight of raw load, oil, water, ration, passengers and seamen and their belongings,


o) Gross Tonnage shall mean the volume of all closed places of the vessel below and above the deck (2.83m3=1 gross ton).

PART TWO

Office of the Turkish International Vessel Registry and Working Procedures with Liaison Offices 


TUGS Office and liaison offices

Article 5- The office of TUGS has been established in Istanbul under the body of the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs in order to carry out the activities of TUGS. 

If deemed necessary by the Administration, it may open, upon the approval of the Ministry, TUGS liaison offices in Trabzon, Samsun, Zonguldak, Bandırma, Çanakkale, İzmir, Mersin, Antalya and İskenderun where there are MGS departments.  


Working Procedures for the Office of TUGS and Liaison Offices  
Article 6- Organization, working procedures and accompany procedures for TUGS office and Liaison Office are identified as follows:  


a) Personnel posts and working conditions of the Office of TUGS and Liaison offices shall be identified by the Administration.  


b) A TUGS Registration shall be opened under the body of TUGS office and Liaison Offices, which is depicted in Annex-1. This registration shall be kept in electronic format and separate files shall be opened for each vessel.


c) TUGS shall be open to public. Anyone who certifies that he/she has a concern with the registered vessel may investigate the registry records related to that vessel. 


d) Provisions of the legislation applicable to MGS shall apply for investigation and settlement of claims and objections regarding the TUGS records and relevant transactions thereof.
PART THREE

Registration, Concelation and Restriction


Registration


Article 7- The vessels and yachts owned by Turkish and foreign real persons residing in Turkey and the companies established in Turkey in accordance with Turkish legislation may be registered in TUGS.


Where a vessel already registered to TUGS is also registered to MGS, then the MGS registration shall be concealed automatically.


Terms of Application and Documents necessary for Registration

Article 8- As to the application for TUGS, the documents in Annex 2 shall be submitted together with the petition stating the request for registration. 


Forms of these documents shall be identified by the administration  responsible for maritime affairs. Printing and distribution of the documents shall be conducted by the Revolving Fund Office of the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs. . 


Obligation

Article 9- The vessels registered in TUGS shall keep all documents on board, which are to be kept by the vessels registered in MGS as well. 


TUGS Vessel Approval Certificate 

Article 10- The vessels registered in TUGS, which are concealed from MGS, shall receive TUGS vessel approval certificate given in Annex-3.


Leasing 

Article 11- The vessels and yachts to be imported by leasing from foreign countries shall be registered in a special column given in TUGS record sample in Annex-4. For the purposes of this registration, leasing agreement and registration approval certificate of the Flag country shall be submitted in addition to article 7.


Within the scope of leasing, the Flag certificate given in Annex-5 shall be issued for the vessels and yachts to be registered in TUGS. 


Bareboat 


Article 12- The vessels and yachts that are in the scope of bareboat may not be registered in TUGS.


Procedures of Application for TUGS abroad

Article 13- The application procedures abroad for the registration of the vessels and yachts to be fulfilled via the Consulate General, Consulates and Honorary Consulates in their absence shall be as follows.

a) The owners of vessels and yachts that are in the scope of the law no 4490 may apply to Consulates General, Consulates or Honorary Consulates in their absence together with the information and documents given in Annex-6. 


b) Should the conditions for application are suitable, TUGS directorate shall notify the Consulate General, Consulate and Honorary Consulate in their absence that the registration and tonnage duties identified by the Ministry of Finance are duly collected; following this step, the TUGS flag certificate depicted in Annex-7shall be issued.    


c) The vessels and yachts for which TUGS flag certificates are issued shall be registered in TUGS within six months and relevant TUGS documents shall be received. The TUGS flag certificates for the vessels and yachts arrived in a Turkish harbor before this period shall be cancelled regardless of the time passed. 


d) The mortgage annotation on the flag certificate shall be treated as registration. As to the registration of vessels, mortgage annotations shall be recorded in the registry automatically.


Concelation, Sales, Name Change, Mortgage Registration

Article 14- The provisions of the TTK and Vessel Registry Regulation numbered 8520 that are in compliance with the Law no 4490 shall be applicable for the transactions regarding the registration in TUGS, concelation, sales, name change, mortgage registry and other similar transactions.

Restriction

Article 15- The sequestration and other restrictions arising due to the existing mortgage and public receivables regarding the vessels to be registered from MGS to TUGS shall be completely transferred to TUGS.

(Amended 19/01/2005/25705 regulation) The concelation of vessels and yachts subject to sequestration or similar restrictions shall depend on the abolition of the concerning sequestration or restrictions or the approval of the mortgaged creditor for such concelation.”

As for the vessels cocelaed from MGS and then registered in TUGS, the applications to MGS owing to the restrictions by third parties after the registration shall be deemed as made to TUGS. Such applications shall immediately be delivered by MGS to TUGS office for relevant transactions. 

PART FOUR 

Miscellaneous Provisions


Legislation

Article 16- The vessels registered in TUGS shall be subject to the provisions of the law no 4490; and the issues that are not regulated by this law shall be subject to the provisions of the legislation in force.


International Agreements 

Article 17- The international agreements to which the Government of the Republic of Turkey is a signatory shall be valid for the vessels registered in TUGS. 


Right to fly Turkish flag

Article 18- The vessels and yachts registered in the Turkish International Vessel Registry shall fly Turkish flag. 

Right to Cabotage 

Article 19- In accordance with article 823 of Turkish Trade Law, the vessels and yachts registered in TUGS, which do not have the right to fly Turkish flag, shall not make use of the provisions of the Cabotage Law no 815.


The provisions of the Law on the Encouragement of Tourism no 2634 and the provisions of the Regulation of Yacht Tourism shall be reserved.


Class Organizations


Article 20- The vessels registered in TUGS shall not work with the class organizations that are not authorized by the Undersecretariat of Maritime Affairs. The certificates issued by the unauthorized class organizations shall be invalid. 


Personnel Qualifications


Article 21-a) the master shall be a citizen of the Republic of Turkey.


b) Where the deck chief is a Turkish citizen or a company falling in the scope of article 823 of TTK, then at least 51% the personnel excluding the cabotage line shall be Turkish citizens.
Social security and working conditions for seamen


Article 22 – The seamen employed in vessels and yachts registered in the TUGS shall be subject to the legislation on Turkish social security and individual and collective labor law. 


However, the foreign seamen shall not be subject to disabled, old age and death insurances provided that the provisions of international or bilateral social security contracts are reserved and that they are able to prove that they are subject to a compulsory insurance in their country or to a special insurance in any other country.

Entrance-departure and accommodation of foreign seaman in and from the country

Article 23- The seaman identity cards of the foreign seamen employed in the vessels and yachts registered in the TUGS, which are recognized by the Ministry, shall be used instead of passports without prejudice to the provisions of the legislation in force regarding the acceptance and deportment of foreigners and provided that the principle of reciprocality is abided.


a) The seamen working in the vessel with which they have made a contract shall not be asked for passports during their entrance in and departure from Turkey for entering/leaving the vessel.


b) They shall not be asked for passports in the harbor cities or during their accommodation in a location adjacent to the harbor city. 


c) For the validity of the transactions above, the person concerned shall receive a certification from the vessel owner or the authorized or responsible representative of that vessel, showing that he works or will be working for a vessel registered in TUGS. 

Vessel and Yacht Insurances 

Article 24- The vessels and yachts registered in TUGS shall be insured abroad as well. 


Principles of Promotion 

Article 25-(amended: 01/01/2005/25705 regulation) The financial aids and promotions granted during investment to the owners of vessels and yachts having the right to fly Turkish flag in accordance with the provisions of Turkish Trade Law no  6762 shall also be provided to Turkish origin real persons and legal entities which register their vessels and yachts in TUGS according to the provisions of this regulation to be imported after the Law no 4490 enters into force.”

Financial provisions

Article 26- The vessels registered in TUGS shall be subject to the following financial provisions:


a) Tax Exemption:


1) The earnings to be acquired from the operation and transfer of the vessels and yachts registered in the TUGS shall be exempt from the income and institutional taxes and funds


2) Purchase, sales, mortgaging, registration, credit and freight contracts related to the vessels and yachts to be registered in the Turkish International Vessel Registry shall not be subject to stamp tax, fees, taxation for banking and insurance transactions and funds. However, as to the sales and transfer of the vessels and yachts subject to the motored vehicles tax, in accordance with article 13/c of the Law on Motored Vehicles Tax no 197, a document showing that the unpaid motored vehicles tax, delay payment, delay interests and tax punishments are duly paid shall be requested from the taxation office to which they are connected in respect of motored vehicles tax. 


3) The wages paid to the personnel to be employed in the vessels registered in TUGS shall be exempt from income tax and funds.


b) Fees applicable: Following fees shall be separately collected from the owners of the vessels and yachts registered in TUGS. 


(Amended: 19/01/2005/25705 regulation)1) Registration fee: for each vessel to be registered in TUGS, 10.000 USD and the amount of Turkish liras equal to 1 USD shall be collected for each ton. The registration fee to be collected for the vessels may be increased in accordance with the procedure and amount stipulated in subparagraph (a) of paragraph 3 of article 12 of the Law no 4490. The standard registration fee to be paid for the yachts being registered in TUGS shall be the amount of Turkish liras equal to 5.000 USD. Registration shall not be made unless the registration fee is collected.

In case that the ownership of vessels and yachts registered in the Turkish International Vessel Registry are to be rented in accordance with the leasing contract, the renter who will register the vessel and yacht in his/her name shall not pay any registration fee.

(Amended: 19/01/2005/25705 Regulation) 2) Annual tonnage fee: The amount of Turkish liras equal to 1 USD shall be collected for each net ton for each calendar year in which the vessels and yachts are registered in the TUGS. The Council of Ministers shall be authorized to increase this amount up to ten times. This fee shall be collected in two installments, one in January and one in July.

Until the payment of the installment of annual tonnage that is due, the registry shall not be concealed and registered in the name of its new owner. 

The fee installments undue during the transfer shall be duly paid by the new owner. In the event of automatic concelation of the vessel and yacht from the registry, which have been registered in the TUGS, the liability of the payment of tonnage fee shall cease as of the month following the date of the occurrence of the concelation even if the registry is concealed later on. The fees collected between the date of the occurrence of concelation and the date of concelation shall be returned.”


c) Discount on fees: In case that the vessels and yachts registered in the TUGS are registered directly or as dual class to Turkish Lloyd, a discount of 50% shall be made for registration fee and annual tonnage fee.
d) Calculation of the exchange of USD with Turkish liras: the exchange rate identified and announced by the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey shall be valid on the registry date for the TUGS and on the date of payment of the installments of annual tonnage fee.
e) Unless otherwise provided, realization and collection of fees shall be subject to the provisions of Tax Procedural Law no 213, the Law no on the Collection procedure of Public Receivables no 6183 and the Law on Fees no 492. 


f) Collection of Fees:


1) The communiqué to be issued by the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs in coordination with the Ministry of Finance shall regulate the procedures and principles applicable for the transactions regarding the collection of registration fee and annual tonnage fee as well as the unpaid annual tonnage fees. 


2) The fees collected from the vessels registered in TUGS shall be recorded by the Ministry of Finance in a separate account and 50% of this amount shall be transferred to the budget of the Revolving fund of the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs for every six months. The procedures and principles applicable for the accounting of the fees and transfer of 50% to the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs shall be regulated by the communiqué issued by the Ministry of Finance.


(Provisional Article: 19/01/2005/25705 Regulation)

Before the date of entry into force of the Law on the Amendment of the Law regarding the amendment of the Turkish International Vessel Registry Law dated 2/12/2004, numbered 5266 and the decree no 491; in case that Turkish origin real persons or legal entities who/which register in National Vessel Registry their load vessels and open sea fishing boats between 3000 DWT and 18000 DWT (including 18000) as well as their specially built vessels between 300 and 499 (including 499) gross tons imported for commercial usage make an application within one year as of the date of entry into force of this Regulation may register these vessels in Turkish International Vessel Registry provided that they do not acquire any retroactive financial right.”


Entry into Force

Article 27- This regulation shall enter into force on the date of publication.


Enforcement

Article 28- The provisions of this regulation shall be enforced by the State Minister to which the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs is connected. 

ANNEX-1

TURKISH INTERNATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRY SAMPLE 

(TO BE KEPT IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT)

Registry No


:.................................................................................................................

IMO No



:.................................................................................................................

Anchoring Harbor


:.................................................................................................................


Name of the vessel


:.................................................................................................................

Vessel type 




(according to IMO classification)
:.................................................................................................................

Call sign 



:

Length of the vessel

:

Breadth of the vessel

:

Depth of the vessel


:

Gross Tonnage


:

Net Tonnage


:

DWT



:

Place and date of building

:

Tonnage certificate


:

Received from the Institution- date-no
:

Engine power


:

NAME7FAMILY NAME, TITLE AND SHARES OF THE OWNERS OR JOINT OWNERS

REASONS FOR ACQUISITION AND SAVING

RESTRICTIONS  (RELATIONS)

ANNEX –2

DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED FOR THE VESSELS TO BE REGISTERED IN TUGS

1-Registry Follow-up Application;

2- Name of the vessel;

3- Tonnage Certificate;

4- Sales certificate;

5- Vessel Building Certificate;

  (for the newly built vessels)

6- Flag certificate;

7- Registration record sample;

(for the vessels to be transferred from TMGS and then registered in TUGS)

8- Concelation certificate;

9- Receipt of registration fee payment;

10- Receipt of tonnage fee payment;

11- Ownership documents;

         for real persons ;

            for Turkish citizens;


-Residence certificate (approved by the local governor);


-family registration copy (certified by the notary public);

          for foreigners;


- Residence certificate (approved by the local governor);

-Identity information (certified by the Consulate or certified by the notary public);

-Residence Permit (certified by the Ministry of Interior or the Provincial Governor)

-Working permit;

          for legal entities;

- Turkish commercial registry gazettes indicating the registry and amendments of the company, if any (original or copy approved by the chamber of commerce/public notary);


-Activity certificate;


-Signature Specimen.

	ANNEX-3

THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

TURKISH INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRY

The documents which are submitted in compliance with the provision of article 7 of the Turkish International Registry Law Nr. 4490 ...................................... are recorded in Turkish International Register with registration number ................................

1. The name of the vessel
:...........................................................................

2. Call sign

:...........................................................................

3. Type 


:...........................................................................

4. IMO No:

:............................................................................

5. Year of movement from the slipway, place of building :............................................................................

6. Outcome of official measurement- intermeters
:............................................................................

a) Length :............................................................................................................

b) Breadth :............................................................................................................

c) Depth :...........................................................................................................

d) The length of engine room:......................................................


e) Gross tonnage:..............................................................................................

f) Net tonnage :..................................................................................................


g) Tonnage certificate:.........................................................................


h) Engine power:.....................................................................................




(Back page of ANNEX–3)

	2. Owners

	Item No


	Owners, ship manager
	Shares of

Owners
	Reason of acquisition

	
	
	
	

	MORTGAGED VESSELS, ANNOTATIONS

	Item No


	Amount
	Content of the Record
	Item No
	Concelations

	
	
	
	
	

	It is hereby certified that.................................whose description is given above has the right to fly Turkish Flag and has all specifications Turkish vessels in accordance with Turkish International Vessel Registry Code Nr. 4490

                                                                     Turkish International Vessel Registry




ANNEX–4

PROVISIONAL TURKISH INTERNATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRY SAMPLE 

(TO BE KEPT IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT)

Registry No


:.................................................................................................................

IMO No



:.................................................................................................................

Anchoring Harbor


:.................................................................................................................


Name of the vessel 

:.................................................................................................................

Vessel type 




(according to IMO classification)
:.................................................................................................................

Length of the vessel

:

Breadth of the vessel

:

Depth of the vessel


:

Gross Tonnage


:

Net Tonnage


:

DWT



:

Place and date of building

:

Tonnage certificate


:

Received from the Institution- date-no
:

Engine power


:

OWNER OF THE VESSEL 

OPERATOR OF THE VESSEL (FINANCIAL RENTER)

REASONS DATE OF REGISTRY:

RESTRICTION (RELATIONS)

	ANNEX-5

THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

TURKISH INTERNATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRY

PROVISIONAL REGISTER CERTIFICATE

(For Leasing)

This is to certify that the name and specifications had been written vessel, at below has the authorization to fly the Turkish flag, and has all specifications as per Turkish vessels concerning Turkish International Vessel Registry Law, Article 5 issued on 21 December 1999 and numbered 4490.

Vessel’s

1-Name                                                  :        

2- IMO Nr                                              :    

3- Call Sign         


 :

4- Type                                                   :

5- Place and Date of building :

6- Registered Port               : 

7- Results of Official Measurement

               a)     Length

b) Breadth

c) Depth

d) Gross Tonnage

e) Net Tonnage

f) Measurement Certificate (Authority, date and number)

8) Engine Power

9) Owner (s)

10) Manager (s)

This certificate is valid until.......................................

                                                                                        Turkish International Vessel Registry



	


ANNEX-6

THE INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE CONSULATES GENERAL, CONSULATES AND HONORARY CONSULATES IN THEIR ABSENCE FOR THE VESSELS TO BE REGISTERED ABROAD 

1- Name of the vessel: 

2- IMO No,

3- Type of the vessel,

4- Anchoring harbor,

5- Place of building and year of movement from the slipway,

6- Concelation document,

7- Tonnage certificate,

8- Registry request,

9-Ownership document,

         for real persons ;

            for Turkish citizens;


-Residence certificate (approved by the local governor);


-family registration copy (certified by the notary public);

          for foreigners;


- Residence certificate (approved by the local governor);

-Identity information (certified by the Consulate or certified by the notary public);

-Residence Permit (certified by the Ministry of Interior or the Provincial Governor)

-Working permit;

          for legal entities;

- Turkish commercial registry gazettes indicating the registry and amendments of the company, if any (original or copy approved by the chamber of commerce/public notary);

· Signature Specimen.

· Activity certificate;

	ANNEX –7

TURKISH INTERNATIONAL VESSEL REGISTRY FLAG CERTIFICATE 

In accordance with the Turkish International Vessel Registry Law, it is hereby certified that the vessel specified below with its name and features is subject to the right to fly the Turkish flag and other rights prescribed in this law. 

           1- Name                                                   :...............................................................

           2- IMO No                                 :...............................................................

           3- Call sign                                :...............................................................

          4- Class                                                 :...............................................................

          5- Place of building and year of movement from the slipway:......................

          6- Registry harbor                     :...............................................................

          7- Measurement meters              :...............................................................

                   a) Gross tonnage                       :...............................................................

                   b) Net tonnage                         :..............................................................

                   c) DWT                                        :..............................................................

                   d) Registry length                             :.............................................................

                   e) Breadth                                           :............................................................

                   f) Height                                :.............................................................

                   g) Number, date and authority of the measurement certification, ………………….                                   

          8- Engine power (BHP)                        :............................................................

          9- Owner of the Vessel                                :............................................................

           - This provisional register certificate shall be valid for 6 months under the record and conditions underwritten.

           - Provisional register certificates of the vessels, which are not registered within 6 months:  shall be extended for another six months provided that the annual tonnage duty installments are duly paid. 
CERTIFIED

Place- Authority-Date-Signature




22 August 2002/24854

From the State Ministry:

Regulation with regard to the Amendment of article 3 of the Regulation on the Turkish International Vessel Registry

ARTICLE 1 — Article 3 of the Regulation on the Turkish International Vessel Registry published on the Official Gazette dated 23/6/2000 and numbered 24088 is amended with its title as follows.

“Basis

Article 3 — This regulation is drafted in accordance with article 14 of the Law on the Turkish International Vessel Registry dated 16/12/1999 and numbered 4490, provisions of the Decree on the Establishment and Organization of the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs dated 7/2/2002 and numbered 4745, Public Servants Law, Allowance Law and the Law on the amendment of the Decree regarding the General Post and Procedures”. 

Entry into force 

Article 2- This regulation shall enter into force on the date of publication.

Enforcement
Article 3- The provisions of this regulation shall be enforced by the State Minister to which the Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs is connected. 
—— • ——
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